LCER's General Election 2005 Questionnaire:
Electoral Reform, Tactical Voting and Turnout

What will alter the prospects of electoral reform 
in Labour’s Third Term?
As we approach the 2005 General Election, you can help raise the profile of electoral reform by asking your Labour candidate about the issue.  We are also interested in your views about the arguments for electoral reform and how they may play both during the election and afterwards.  Please complete this questionnaire, which can be returned to LCER by post, c/o 6 Chancel Street, London SE1 0UU, or by faxing 020 7401 7789, or emailing it to lcerinfo@yahoo.co.uk.  You can also find the questionnaire on our website www.electoralreform.org.uk .  If you have any problems phone 0117 924 5139.   The information LCER gains from our questionnaires is really valuable.  It enables us to campaign more effectively and to gauge the opinions of members.   So please do take the little time required to respond.
Name (CAPITALS) …………………………………………………..….

Address …………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..Postcode……………

Telephone/Fax/Mobile/E-mail…………………………………………………..…………………………………….
[   ] I am a member of the Labour Party  [   ]  I am a paid up member of LCER    [   ]  I have an LCER standing order 
Position in local Labour Party (if applicable) ………...………………………………………………………………….

Trade union…………………………Membership of other organisations …….………………………………….……


Q1. We need to know the position of all Labour candidates.  Please help us by filling in the following:

Your constituency:  ………………………………………………………………
Your Labour Candidate’s name: ………………………………………………….

Candidate’s contact details if known: …………………………………………………………………………………

(i) The position on electoral reform of Labour candidate is  [tick box(es) representing position]

(a) in favour of PR







[   ] 
(b) in favour of electoral reform






[   ]
(c) in favour of Alternative Vote 





            [   ]
(d) in favour of the status quo, First Past the Post




[   ] 
(e) they have never said







[   ]
(f) they are genuinely agnostic                                                                      
[   ]
(g) other position                                                                           

[   ]
(h) don’t know                                                                                                      [   ]
(ii) I have the following relationship with the Labour candidate:

(a) I am the candidate







[   ] 
(b) I are in regular contact including during the campaign                                 
[   ]

(c) I have spoken to the candidate about electoral reform


     
[   ]
(d) I have met the candidate






[   ]
(e) I am willing to speak/write to the candidate to find out their position
     
[   ]
(f) I am willing to write to the candidate to raise the subject with them
     
[   ] 
(g) I will attend any public meetings in the constituency and raise the issue    
[   ]
(h) Other ………………………………………………………………………
[   ]

Q2. I consider that the Government’s Review of UK proportional, preferential and plurality voting systems 
          will take place and report: (indicate likelihood in order 1, 2, 3 ….) 
[   ]     In the first two years of Labour’s third term
[   ]     During Labour's third term in time for implementation by the subsequent general election 
[   ]     At the time of subsequent General Election (2009/10)
[   ]     In n years    please indicate how many years time   [             years]
[   ]     Never 
[   ]     Other ……………………………………………………………
Q3. I consider that a referendum on changing the voting system for the House of Commons is more likely to 
          take place at the following times:  (indicate likelihood in order 1, 2, 3 ….) 
[   ]     In Labour's third term in time for implementation by the subsequent general election

[   ]     At the time of the subsequent General Election (2009/10)
[   ]     In two Parliaments time – ie. after the 2009/10 General Election
[   ]     In n years    please indicate how many years time   [             years]
[   ]     Never 
[   ]     Other ……………………………………………………………
Q4. I consider the circumstances likely to bring about electoral reform are: 
         (indicate likelihood in order 1, 2, 3 ….) 
[  ]     A hung parliament

[  ]     A radically reduced Labour majority

[  ]     Increased representation by third and minor parties

[  ]     A lower turnout than the 59 per cent in 2001

[  ]     More Labour seats with LibDems in second place than Conservatives in second place

[  ]     An increase in Conservative vote without increase in seats 
[  ]     Conservatives winning more votes than Labour but gaining fewer seats
[  ]     Conservative conversion to electoral reform

[  ]     Increased percentage of electoral reforming Labour MPs in Parliamentary Labour Party

[  ]     Other …………………………………………………………….
Q5. I consider the following arguments work best with the electorate: 
          (indicate preference in order 1, 2, 3 ….)
[  ]     Seats should broadly reflect votes cast

[  ]     More voters should have influence over the outcome

[  ]     A Government with less than a third of the electorate’s votes can be seen as illegitimate

[  ]     When turnout falls it calls into question how democratic / legitimate the election outcome is
[  ]     Those in safe seats do not have any influence over the outcome

[  ]     All parties appeal to the voters in the centre of marginal seats, thus forcing parties to say the same things

[  ]     Other arguments, please state 
……………………………………………………………………………..

Q6. I consider the following arguments work best inside the Labour Party: 

          (indicate preference in order 1, 2, 3 ….)
[  ]     Seats should broadly reflect votes cast

[  ]     More voters should have influence over the outcome

[  ]     A Government with less than a third of the electorate’s votes can be seen as illegitimate

[  ]     When turnout falls it calls into question how democratic / legitimate the election outcome is



[  ]    Those in safe seats do not have any influence over the outcome

[  ]     All parties appeal to the voters in the centre of marginal seats, thus forcing parties to say the same things

[  ]     Other arguments, please state 
                            …………………………………………………………..
Q7. My personal statement on electoral reform in fewer than 100 words is:  You can quote me in public [   ] 

